
Cutting Corners Design

Vanessa
Shopper

Shopper Vanessa is a beautiful and practical tote bag for
everyday use. It has a size of approx.: 

H: 11 7/8'' (30 cm) / W: 13 3/4'' (35 cm) / D: 4 1/4'' (11 cm). 
You can do your shopping with it, but it is also a loyal

companion for a stroll through town. 
The pockets on the outside can be beautifully accentuated

with contrasting fabrics. 

If you like, you can also sew the Vanessa
as a crossbody bag. In this tutorial you will
also find a large number of possibilities to
customise the Vanessa shopper according

to your taste. 
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Here you will find, among other things, an overview of the
materials required, important information on cutting and various
sewing variations.

SUPPLIES, PREPARATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS - P. 4

Step by step we sew the Shopper Vanessa:

Exterior Bag - p. 9 - 18
Option 1: Slip pockets and zip pocket
Option 2: Slip pockets
Zipper Pocket
Shopper strap
Bottom and closing

Lining - p. 19 - 21
Key Chain
Phone pocket
Bottom and closing

Final Assembly - p. 22 - 25

For a better overview, I have divided the e-book into five categories. 
The document is interactive, i.e. you can click on the page numbers to go to

the desired section!
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Contents

In this section you will find a sewing planner
and space for notes

EXTRAS - P. 40

SHOPPER VANESSA - P. 9

In the tutorials you will find all the instructions to vary the
shopper according to your wishes.

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS - P. 26

Be sure to check out the great examples from our
pattern testing and get inspired.

INSPIRATIONS - P. 38



Shopper Vanessa

19 5/8'' (50 cm) woven interfacing (e.g.
Ronofix 140, SF101 or S320)

19 5/8'' (50 cm) H250
Bottom: 8 1/8'' (20 cm) woven interfacing
(e.g. Ronofix 140, SF101 or Decovil light)
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YOU WILL NEED THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS:

Also: printer, sewing machine and accessories (clips or pins, thread, DST, iron, scissors, seam ripper, etc.).

FABRIC & STABILIZER RECOMMENDATION / CUTTING: 
Your Shopper Vanessa should be made of light to medium weight fabrics such as cotton, canvas, oilskin,
cork or thin vinyl. Depending on the type of fabric, you may need a reinforcement (e.g. Ronofix 140, SF101,
H250 or S320) for good stability. For the bottom I use a stronger stabilizer like Ronofix 140 or Decovil light. 
Caution: Since the zipper panel adds several layers to the final topstitching, choose your fabrics in the
combination that your machine can handle or use an alternative closure to the zipper facing. 

Read the instructions before you start. This will help to clarify many questions in advance. Always print at
100% size. Check the box on your printout and tape the sides or pattern pieces together at the marks. Cut
out the corresponding pieces and decide which fabrics you want to use for which part of the bag.

The seam allowance (SA) of 3/8 in (1 cm) is included in the pattern (unless otherwise stated) and must be
adhered to when sewing. Stabilize fabrics before sewing to save time. 

Shopper Vanessa

MATERIAL

Fabrics

Zipper 
Tape

Other

Stabilizer

4 zipper pulls (#5) 
 79'' (2 m) webbing or

 16'' (40 cm) extra exterior fabric to make
your own straps

Swivel Hook for key chain if needed
LOXX-Lock or Magnetic Button if needed

19 5/8'' (50 cm) Exterior Fabric
19 5/8'' (50 cm) Contrast Fabric

32'' (80 cm) Lining
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Fabric specifications apply always to the whole fabric width. Please note that the fabric and material information 
are only guidelines and may vary depending on the cut and pocket option. 

Supplies, preparations
and explanations

36'' (90 cm) Zipper Tape 
(#5)


