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Hexbin is a top-down, unisex sock pattern featuring stranded colourwork. It is a fun,
geometric design that leaves a lot of room for experimentation with colour and pattern. It
is also a great stash-busting project for those self-striping, gradient or tonal colourways that
can be difficult to do justice to.
The colourwork motif was inspired by hexbin plots, also known as 2D density or 2D
histogram plots. In these graphs, large amounts of data points are grouped in hexagonal
regions (the ‘bins’), with brightly coloured regions representing more active areas. This
gives a nice, high-level overview of the complex underlying data. Think for example of a
plot of how much wine is produced in each village in France. Hexagons are used instead
of squares or circles to remove some biases at the region edges, while also looking much cooler!

Yarn: Fingering weight sock yarn in 2 contrasting colours: about 70 grams for
main colour and 50 grams for contrast colour. Yardage may vary depending on how you
decide to work the charts. To achieve the best result, pick colours with high contrast.
Yarn used in sample is Drops Fabel (75% wool 25% nylon, 224 yards or 205 meters per 50
grams) in Black (MC) and Lagoon (CC)
Gauge: 8 stitches and 10 rounds is 1 inch or 2.5 cm in stranded stockinette stitch
Needles: 2.25 mm (US 1) or size needed to obtain gauge in stranded stockinette stitch
and needles that are 1 size smaller
Materials needed: Needles for working small circumferences in the round, at least 8
stitch markers, and a tapestry needle
Techniques used: Stranded colourwork, gusset decreases at the bottom of the foot,
kitchener stitch
Size: Small (66 stitches), Medium (72 stitches) and Large (78 stitches) to fit a leg
circumference of about 8 (9, 10) inches or 20 (23, 25.5) cm

Please read before you start:

• When more than one number is given, the first ap-
plies to size Small, the second to Medium, and the
third one to Large

• Tip regarding colour choice: pick a solid for MC.
CC can be solid, tonal, gradient of self-striping.
High contrast between MC and CC is necessary to
achieve full effect.

• For your comfort, separate charts have been created
for those working with dark and light MC yarn. If
you are working with a light MC and dark CC, use
the charts on p.4. If you are working with a dark
MC and a light CC, use the charts on p.5.

• In order to maintain the stretchiness of your sock,
make sure not to catch floats that are shorter
than 6 stitches. If you prefer to have shorter
floats, please use the laddered jacquard technique.
For a tutorial, visit the following link: http:
//www.ravelry.com/groups/chubby-chic-knits/
pages/Jacquard-Invisible-Floats

• Colour dominance is important in stranded knit-
ting. Hold your CC in dominant position for the
best result. In principle, your dominant yarn is the
one you carry on the left side: either in your left
hand for 2 handed stranded knitting or on the most
left side when working one handed. For more infor-
mation please check the following tutorial: http://
paper-tiger.net/blog/13911317/colourdominance
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