The Hot Toddy Coat Instructions

Our Lady
of Leisure
DIVINE SEWING PATTERNS

The Hot Toddy Coat is a luxurious, fashion
forward “duster” style coat. This lovely coat
has a relaxed shape, minimalist lines, and is
perfect for statement fabrics.
Designed to be worn open or with a belt,
there are no fussy buttons or zippers to fret about.
This pattern is a great introduction to outerwear.
Skill Level
These instructions are aimed at novice to
intermediate sewers. Absolute beginners may
find the set-in sleeve to be challenging, but otherwise
it is all quite simple.
Material Requirements
This pattern is designed for wool coating fabrics. It is especially suited to boiled
wool, felted wool, tweed and mouflon. “Bonded” boucles will also work well.
Not recommended for very loosely woven fabrics or stretch knits, unless fully interlined.

You’ll Need...
• 3m (3.3 yards) of fabric with a 144cm (55”) width.
OR
3.9m (4.25 yards) of fabric with a 112cm (44”) width.
• 30cm (12”) of high quality woven fusible interfacing.

Before you begin...
• The Hot Toddy Pattern pieces all include 1cm (3/8”) seam allowances.
• The Hot Toddy can be sewn with a straight stitch on a standard sewing
machine. Optional overlocking/serging instructions are included.

The Hot Toddy Coat Cutting Plans
144cm (55”) width,
folded lengthwise

112cm (44”) width fabric,
folded lengthwise
These cutting plans are included
as a helpful suggestion only.
Smaller sizes will be more
economical.

3m
(3.3 y)

3.9m
(4.25 y)

Let’s begin!
Step 1. Welcome to your Hot Toddy Coat pattern! Begin by cutting the pattern pieces from your chosen fabric.
If your fabric has a ‘nap’ or a directional pattern, as wool often does, be sure to cut all pieces in the same
direction.

Step 2. Fuse the Collar, Back Facing and Front Facings to high quality iron-on interfacing. We recommend
woven interfacing for this garment because it gives a superior shape and fuses better to wool.

Fusible interfacing makes the fabric
sturdier and gives the coat more
tailored look, and it also adds warmth.
If you’d like an extra-warm winter
coat, you can fuse the entirety of your
pattern pieces. The extra insulation
is great for cold climates.

Step 3. Let’s get sewing! We’re going to start with the Pockets.
Take one of the Pocket Flaps and fold it lengthwise so the right sides are together.

Fold lengthwise

Stitch the short ends together, using a 1cm (3/8”) seam allowance, and then trim the
excess seam allowance from the corners.

Stitch
Trim the corners
Turn the Pocket Flap right side out, and topstitch around the outside so it sits flat. Try to keep
a consistent distance from the edge when you do your top-stitching - I recommend aligning the edge
of the sewing machine foot with the edge of the fabric as you sew.

Topstitch

Repeat with the other pocket flap and then set them aside.

Step 4. Take the Pocket Bag and fold it at the notches to create the pocket hem. Sew a row of top-stitching
to hold the pocket hem in place.
Topstitch

Fold along
the notches

Next, fold back the 1cm (3/8”) seam allowances from the other three sides of the pocket bag,
and pin them in place.
FRONT

Fold the seam allowance under...

BACK

....and pin in place.

Step 5. Position the Pocket Bag on the Coat Front, using the markings on the paper pattern to find
the correct position.

Sew the Pocket Bag in place by top-stitching around the three pinned sides.

Top-stitch pocket bag
in place.

Step 6. Pin the Pocket Flap on the coat. It should point up towards the shoulder seam, with the raw edge
towards the pocket bag. The right side should face down.
Leave a gap of 2cm (3/4”) between the top of the Pocket Bag and the bottom of the Pocket Flap.

2cm gap

Stitch along the raw edge to attach the Flap to the garment. Sew as close to the edge as you can, so
the stitches will be easily hidden in the next step.

Fold the flap down over the row you just stitched, so it covers the top of the Pocket Bag. Topstitch
the flap in place along the top edge. The raw edge should be hidden beneath your stitching.

Fold the
flap down
Topstitch

Repeat these steps with the other pocket and then set the two Coat Front pieces aside.

Step 7. Next we’ll assemble the sleeves. This coat has a “two-piece sleeve,” which a tailored style of
sleeve that follows the natural curve at the elbow. It has a large outer piece, and a smaller
under-sleeve piece that sits against the body.

One set of sleeve pieces
With right sides together, stitch the under-sleeve to the outer-sleeve as shown in the diagrams
below. Use a 1cm (3/8”) seam allowance.

Join the sleeve
pieces at the
short edge...
...And then
the long edge.

Turn the sleeve right side out,
and they are done for now.
Set them aside until it’s time
to assemble.

Step 8. Now we’ll make the Collar. Place the two collar pieces right-sides-together and stitch
around the three outer edges (see diagram). Use the 1cm (3/8”) seam allowance as normal.

Stitch around the outer edges

Trim the excess seam allowance from the corners, and then turn the collar right side out.
Use a point turner (or anything pointy, really) to make sure you get the corners nice and sharp.

Turn out.

Step 9. Next we’ll put together the Facing. The facings are really important in a coat, because
they also form the lapel, and are visible from the outside.
With right sides together, stitch the shoulder seams of the Front Facings to the shoulder seams
of the Back Facing, with a 1cm (3/8”) seam allowance.

Join Facings at the shoulder seams

Step 10. Now is the best time to do your seam finishing, if you choose to.
If you’re making your coat out of tweed, boiled wool, or similar tightly woven coatings,
your fabric is unlikely to fray, so seam finishing is optional and strictly for looks.
If you do want to finish your seams, you can use overlocking (serging), zig zag stitch,
or trim with pinking shears. The suggested seams to finish are shown in the diagram below.

Overlocking is shown on the outer edge of the facing, the shoulder seams,
hems and side seams, and on the centre-back seam.

Step 11. It’s time to start assembling your coat! Start by placing the Coat Back pieces
right sides together and stitching down centre-back, from the neck to the top
of the kickpleat.

Stitch down
centre-back

Leave the
kickpleat
unstitched
for now

Step 12. Next, with right sides together, attach the Coat Front pieces to the Coat Back at the
shoulder seams. Use a 1cm (3/8”) seam allowance as usual.

Join the Front
and Back pieces
at the shoulder
seams.

Step 13. Join the side seams.

Step 12. Next it’s time to insert the sleeve.
Start with the coat inside-out, and the
sleeve right side out.
Put the sleeve inside the coat and line
up the arm holes.

It’s very easy to get the left and right
sleeve mixed up at this point, especially
because the coat is inside out.
Look for the notch on the front of the
sleeve head. It will match up with
the notch on the armhole!

As you’re inserting the sleeve, you’ll notice it seems too large for the armhole. In fact,
it has about 2cm (3/4”) of “ease” included in the sleeve. This is so you can move your arms
comfortably.
To attach the sleeve, start by pinning the sleeve head into the armhole all the way around.
Spread the extra fabric allowance evenly between the pins. When you stitch the seam,
gently nudge the excess fabric under the needle as you stitch. If you’re using wool, this should
be relatively painless -- the wool fibres will compress into shape.

Pin all the way
around the
armhole

Stitch slowly,
nudging the
excess fabric
under the
needle as
you sew.

Turn the coat right side out and check that
the sleeves have been attached evenly. Once
everything looks good, finish the armhole
seam with your choice of seam finish.

Step 12. Next we’ll assemble the Collar and Facings. Start by centering the collar at the middle of the
back facing. Stitch the base of the collar to the back facing. Then, fold the front facing
around so that the notch meets the end of the collar. Stitch it in place.

Stitch the base of the collar
to the back facing.

Stitch the sides of the collar
to the front facing so that it meets the notches.

Stitch the facing
in place.

Step 13. Next, position the Facing on the coat with
right sides together. Take your time pinning
the facing in place, being careful to line up the
various notches and the shoulder seams.
Then stitch the facing in place, with the collar
sandwiched in between.
Once it is stitched, trim the excess seam
allowance from the corners.

Trim the excess
seam allowance

Turn the facing inside the coat, and use a
point turner (or other tool) to get
sharp points on the corners.
To help the facing sit flat, you can
tack it to the centre back seam allowance,
or top stitch around the collar and lapel
for a different look.

Step 14. We’re nearly finished now!
Next we’re going to move on to the hem.
The hem on this coat has mitred corners.
Start with the facing laying outwards like in the diagram
to the left.
Take the corner of the hem, and the corner of the facing,
and fold them together, as shown below.
Stitch the corner closed, and then trim down
the excess seam allowance.
Flip the corner right side out, and you should have a sqaure
corner.

Fold the two corners
together

Turn the corner right side out
and it should look like this.

Stitch along the edge
and trim off the
excess fabric

Use the same method to mitre the corners
of the kickpleat.
When the mitred corners are sewn, the
hem will naturally fold up at the correct height.
There is a rather wide 12cm (5”) hem
allowance, which provides weight to the coat.
Pin the hem allowance up and top stitch it
in place.

Top-stitch around the kick-pleat...

... and to the edge of centre-front.

Step 14. Finish the coat by hemming the sleeves
with a 2.5cm (1”) single-fold hem
allowance.
And that’s it! You’re done!
Enjoy your cozy new Hot Toddy coat.

