
Introduction

Welcome! 
I’m excited you’ve decided to create 

with me. I’m a self-taught designer 

and seamstress. I founded Rustic 
Horseshoe in 2009. 

I hope you enjoy creating your 
version of this cutie as much as I 
enjoyed designing it! I originally 
created my Marbler Bird in 2017 
to accompany my rhinoceros 
wall décor, but there is so much 
more you can do with these 
cuties. My pattern templates are 
hand drafted then put into their 
finished digital format. 

Thank you for reviewing my 
copyright statement and terms 
of use at the end of this tutorial. I 
greatly appreciate your honesty 
and respect of the hard work I 
put into developing my patterns. 

We are all diverse in our 
methods of sewing and crafting. 
I offer suggestions for different 
options and encour age you to 
find what suits you best.

It is beneficial to read this tutorial 

in its entirety before beginning 

this project. I stand behind all 

of my products and encourage 

you to contact me if you have 

any questions along the way. 

My contact information can be 

found at the end of this tutorial. 

Now that I have that out of the 

way…what are you waiting for?! 

Let’s get some fun birdies made!

An imagination is a powerful tool that can take you anywhere. 

Celebrate childhood innocence and spark their imagination while 

reveling in your own creativity. Imagination can be sparked with 

so many things, including the décor in a bedroom to create an 

inspired environment. Whether these birdies will adorn a rhino, 

hang on a mobile, decorate a package, hang as an ornament or be 

gifted as a symbol of friendship (friendship birds!) they are sure to 

brighten a room and bring a smile.

Your finished Marbler’s body will be about 3.5 inches long, 2.5 inches 

tall and have about a 3.5 inch long tail.
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Step 3: Once you are  

happy with the eyes, 

push the needle through 

about an inch away from 

the eyes and pull the 

needle and thread 

through until taut. Trim 

the exposed thread flush 

at the fabric. 

CHECK POINT: This is generally how your bird 
should look at this point.

11. Add Tail Feathers (optional)

Step 1: Place two tail 

feather sides right sides 

together. Pin in place and 

sew using a scant ¼ inch 

seam allowance. Leave 

the top straight edge 

open. Clip the curves 

and turn right side out. 

It will be tight getting it 

turned right side out, but a turning stick (such as a 

chopstick) works great. Turn the top straight edge in 

to the inside. Iron and topstitch.

   

TIP: This is a narrow piece to turn, which can get a 
little tricky and frustrating.  To make this step easier, 
try sewing the top half-inch of the tail feather sides 
at only 1/8 inch to give a little more turning room at 
the opening.  Also, try using hemostats by inserting 
them into the tail feather, grabbing onto the bottom 
inside edge and pulling the fabric through the 
opening to get this narrow piece right side out.  If you 
don't have hemostats, use the narrow tapered end 
of a wooden disposable chopstick (or similar item - 
chopsticks are available from a fast food restaurant 
or even at Wal-mart).  For the chopstick method, 
place the narrow end of the chopstick at the bottom 
outside (wrong side) edge of the tail feather and work 
the fabric over the chopstick, pushing the fabric 
through the opening until it is right side out.  (This is 
the method I use.)

Step 2: Place the tail feathers on the tail, one stacked 

on the other. Align the straight edge of the tail 

feathers with the seam across the tail at the rump of 

the bird. You can sew in place by machine or hand 

stitch them on with a ladder stitch (where they are 

attached will be covered by the wings).

   

12. Sew the Wings 

Place one set of wing sides 

right sides together and pin 

in place. Sew using a ¼ inch 

seam allowance, leaving 

the space indicated on the 

template open for turning. 

Clip the curves. Turn right 

side out. Fold the open edges from the turning hole to 

the inside and iron. Topstitch all the way around the 

wing. Repeat with the other wing. You may also add 

more details by topstitching lines on the body of the 
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Want to set your Marbler on a rhino? Find my 

Rhino Wall Décor sewing pattern and tutorial on 

www.RusticHorseshoe.com

Find mini tutorials plus these other fun designs and 

more on the Rustic Horseshoe website.

   

   

HOW TO LADDER STITCH:
Whether you’re closing an opening in a plush critter 

or hand appliqueing something such as nostrils in 

place, the ladder stitch technique is the same and 

provides a ‘hidden stitch’.

Step 1: Use a long piece of thread and fold it in half. 

Insert the two ends of the thread through the eye of 

the needle. Secure the thread to the fabric in the 

location you want to place the applique item (or start 

the closure of an opening) by inserting the needle 

through a small section of  

fabric and pulling the 

thread through almost to 

the end leaving a small 

loop exposed. Insert the 

needle into the loop and 

pull the thread through. 

Your thread is now connected to the fabric. 

Step 2: Insert your needle into the edge of the item 

to be appliqued, just above the seam if there is one. 

Bring your needle back out just a very short distance 

away from where you entered and insert your needle 

straight down into the other fabric. You’ll go back and 

forth in this manner creating ‘rungs’ (like a ladder).

   

Step 3: Pull tight after 

several stitches and 

continue stitching.

Step 4: Once you reach 

the end of what you’re 

stitching, tie a knot as 

discreetly as possible, 

preferably near a seam or 

where the two objects 

meet so the knot can be 

tucked inside. Insert your 

needle at the location of 

the knot and pull the 

needle through a couple 

of inches away. This will 

tuck the tail end of the 

thread inside your object. 

Trim the excess thread 

flush with the fabric and 

you’re done!


